Thou Shalt not Bear False Witness 

Despite the fact that over 80% of American citizens claim to be Christians, we live in a world that is rotting from truth decay. And so, this morning, we need to be reminded of the ninth commandment: Exodus 2016 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.“

A pastor announced one Sunday that next Sunday he was going to preach on lying. And as preparation for the message he wanted the congregation to read the 14th chapter of Hebrews. The next Sunday the preacher began by asking those who read the 14th chapter of Hebrews to raise their hands. Half the congregation raised their hands. “Good,” said the preacher. “You are the very people I need to speak to. There is no 14th chapter of Hebrews.” This morning, we focus on what the Scriptures say about lying. Stay with us and we’ll embark on our study.

I. "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Of all the commands, why does the command not to bear false witness make the Ten Commandments? It’s simple. God hates lying and God hates the perversion of justice. 

Speaking of justice, God elaborates on this command in Deuteronomy 19 with a spine tingling deterrent in verse 16: "If a false witness rises against any man to testify against him of wrongdoing, then both men in the controversy shall stand before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who serve in those days. And the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is a false witness… then you shall do to him as he thought to have done to his brother; so you shall put away the evil from among you. And those who remain shall hear and fear…Your eye shall not pity: life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.”

So, if you claimed you saw someone kidnap, curse his parents, commit adultery or curse God and determined it was true, the guilty would be put to death. If, however, it was determined that you lied you would be given the death penalty instead. That would make you think twice, wouldn’t it, before acting as a false witness or slandering an innocent man? While this law passed away with the old law, the moral principle should give us pause. God hates lying. God hates the sullying of good reputations by slander, gossip and backbiting. 

Rev. 21:27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.   21:8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 

Jesus said “I am the truth” in John 14:6 and that the Holy Spirit is “The Spirit of Truth” in verse 17 and also said in John 8:44 that the devil is a “liar and the father of lies.” When we lie, we’re singing the Devil’s song. This, in part, explains why the Holy Spirit says in Proverbs 616-19 “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: (of these, two involve being fast and loose with the truth)…A lying tongue…A false witness who speaks lies…”

It becomes personal with God as He must watch while according to Matthew 26:59-61, “the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward and said, "This fellow said, "I am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days."'.”

II. Just as wrong to hear false witness as to bear false witness.

Did you notice a moment ago, that the Jewish leaders sought false testimony? That’s evil also. Be sure you’re not one of the people that think the truth should be molded to fit your lifestyle instead of your lifestyle being molded to fit the truth of God’s word.

Mark Twain made a couple of statements that were dead on: "Truth is more of a stranger than fiction" and "A lie can travel half way around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes." People tend to believe a lie more readily than they will believe the truth. Many find it easier to believe that monkeys could eventually, naturally, turn into men than that God created men in the beginning. Which is the greater miracle?

Adolph Hitler stated his philosophy in Mein Kampf: “The great masses of the people … will more easily fall victims to a big lie than to a small one.” On another occasion, Hitler added, “Make the lie big, make it simple, keep saying it, and eventually they will believe it.”

Many find it easier to believe that Jesus was merely a good teacher who lied than to believe that Jesus was telling the truth when he said he was the Son of God. Many believe that the apostles were willing to live a life of deprivation and persecution and ultimately death to preach a system of morality without hope of eternal life for a lie. Many will believe that instead of believing that they saw a risen Savior and that their message was from the Holy Spirit with a confident expectation that their suffering here would be rewarded by God in heaven. Which makes more sense? The truth, of course, but people will sooner hear the false witness, the lies, of the enemies of Christ. This credulity and gullibility – this loving of lies – is just as evil as spreading lies. 

The people of God, the Jews, no less, were plagued with this very form of debauchery. The prophet Jeremiah reports in 5:30-31 "An astonishing and horrible thing Has been committed in the land: The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own power; And My people love to have it so.” The people loved to have the prophets lie. They couldn’t handle the truth and so they didn’t want the truth. Jesus tersely pronounces the fate of such in Revelation 22:15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. Barnes “that is, who delight in lies, or that which is false.” God expects us to love the truth and to hate lies. Strange that men resist the truth and fight against the truth.

Back in 1912, Ford Motor Company’s production manager, William Knudsen was considered tops in his field. Knudsen became convinced that the Model T - after four years in production - had to be updated. But, the problem was - Henry Ford loved his creation so much that he opposed changing anything about his car. Robert Lacy writes in Ford: The Man and the Machine that Knudsen felt he could persuade Ford by building an updated, impressive model with a few changes in color and design. On his return from a European vacation, Ford went to a Highland Park, Michigan garage and saw Knudsen’s new design. On-the-scene mechanics told of Ford’s reaction to the four door, top down, gleaming red, low slung version of the Model T. "Ford had his hands in his pockets, and he walked around that car 3 or 4 times… Finally, he got to the left hand side of the car, gets hold of the door and ripped the door right off!… How the man done it, I don’t know! He jumped in there, and bang goes the other door. Bang goes the windshield. He jumps over the back seat and starts pounding on the top. He rips the top with the heel of his shoe. He wrecked the car as much as he could." But ya know what? Henry Ford’s fit of rage didn’t change the truth! Don’t be angry at the truth of God. You can burn the church building, punch the preacher or shred the Scriptures to smithereens, but that won’t change the truth!

Better turn in your Bible for this one. 2 Th. 2:9-12 who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. Tell the truth! Love to hear the truth and hate lies.

III. Slander: lying to put others down

The wise man Solomon writes by inspiration in Proverbs 10:18, Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, And whoever spreads slander is a fool. Do you know what the word slander has in common with the devil? It’s his name! The name devil means slanderer or false accuser. We don’t want to be a little devil. We don’t want to be a slanderer. Col. 3:8,9 - “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds…” 

Paul writes in a similar vein in I Timothy 5:13, “And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not.” He’s writing about folks who have so little business of their own or perhaps are inclined not to tend to the business that they do have and so they meddle in other men’s matters. Do we have any gossips or busybodies with us today? If so, you need to cut it out! We need to realize how serious this is. Jesus says in Matthew 1236 I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned." 

You can receive forgiveness for slander and gossip just like any other sin, but we need to understand the effect – the long-term pain inflicted on the victims of gossip as illustrated by this story… 

A man kept spreading terrible gossip in the village about the local rabbi. One day, he realized the harm he had caused to the rabbi and he sought his forgiveness. He asked the rabbi if there was anything he could do to make amends. The rabbi instructed him to go to the town square with a feather pillow, cut it open and scatter the feathers. The man did as he was instructed and the feathers blew into every corner, gutter, window and door. He went back to the rabbi to report that he had accomplished his request. And the rabbi said, “Now go and collect the feathers because your gossip has spread as far as those feathers.”

V. Hypocrisy - living a lie. A hypocrite is a play actor, a pretender. He professes to be one thing when he’s actually another. In Matthew 23 alone, Jesus blasts the Pharisees for being hypocrites seven times. Paul writes about such men in Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work. You can talk loud and long about Jesus as Lord, but if you don’t live the life it will get you nowhere.

1 John 2:4 He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. “Men stumble over the truth from time to time, but most pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing happened.” Winston Churchill. Now, listen here, if you call yourself a disciple of Christ and you learn that you haven’t been living right, worshipping right or haven’t been saved right, you don’t have the luxury of ignoring the truth. You must do what the Lord commands the way the Lord commands it. Again, He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.


1 John 4:20 If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

A successful business man was growing old and knew it was time to choose a successor to take over the business. He called all the young executives in his company together. He said, 'It is time for me to step down and choose the next CEO. I have decided to choose one of you. 'The young executives were Shocked, but the boss continued. 'I am going to give each one of you a SEED today - one very special SEED. I want you to plant the seed, water it, and come back here one year from today with what you have grown from the seed I have given you. I will then judge the plants that you bring, and the one I choose will be the next CEO.'

One man, named Jim, was there that day and he, like the others, received a seed. He went home and excitedly, told his wife the story. She helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he planted

the seed. Everyday, he would water it and watch to see if it had grown. After about three weeks, some of the other executives began to talk about their seeds and the plants that were beginning to grow. Jim kept checking his seed, but nothing ever grew. Three weeks, four weeks, five weeks went by, still nothing. By now, others were talking about their plants, but Jim didn't have a plant and he felt like a failure. A year finally went by and all the young executives of the company brought their plants to the CEO for inspection.

Jim told his wife that he wasn't going to take an empty pot. But she asked him to be honest about what happened. Jim felt sick to his stomach, it was going to be the most embarrassing moment of his life, but he knew his wife was right. He took his empty pot to the board room. When Jim arrived, he was amazed at the variety of plants grown by the other executives. They were beautiful -- in all shapes and sizes. Jim put his empty pot on the floor and many of his colleagues laughed, a few felt sorry for him!

When the CEO arrived, he surveyed the room and greeted his young executives. Jim just tried to hide in the back. 'My, what great plants, trees, and flowers you have grown,' said the CEO. 'Today one of you will be appointed the next CEO!'

All of a sudden, the CEO spotted Jim at the back of the room with his empty pot. He ordered the Financial Director to bring him to the front. Jim was terrified. He thought, 'The CEO knows I'm a failure! Maybe he will have me fired!' When Jim got to the front, the CEO asked him what had happened to his seed - Jim told him the story.

The CEO asked everyone to sit down except Jim. He looked at Jim, and then announced to the young executives, 'Behold your next Chief Executive Officer! His name is Jim!' Jim couldn't believe it. Jim couldn't even grow his seed.

'How could he be the new CEO?' the others said. Then the CEO said, 'One year ago today, I gave everyone in this room a seed. I told you to take the seed, plant it, water it, and bring it back to me today. But I gave you all boiled seeds; they were dead - it was not possible for them to grow.

All of you, except Jim, have brought me trees and plants and flowers. When you found that the seed would not grow, you substituted another seed for the one I gave you. Jim was the only one with the courage and honesty to bring me a pot with my seed in it. Therefore, he will be the new Chief Executive Officer!'

There’s more at stake than being the CEO of some company. Our souls are at stake. The ninth commandment says, Thou shalt not bear false witness. To lie is to break this command and sin. We need to tell the truth. We need to hear and stand up for the truth. We must avoid being a slanderer, a flatterer or a hypocrite. When we learn the truth, we must obey it. In a moment, I’ll tell you how you can get a free copy of our today’s lesson.

Thank you for watching our program today. We pray you have heard God speak to you through His word. If you’d like a copy of this sermon, please write to the address to follow and we’ll be glad to get it out to you. You may also request a free Bible study course to complete at home. If that interests you, please let us know. Until next Lord’s Day, may the Lord bless you! 

