American Idols (Part 2)

A little girl was drawing a picture of God. Someone said, “Honey, you can’t do that. No one knows what God looks like.” She said, “They will when I get finished.” People naturally yearn for something concrete, tangible to involve in worship because we’re used to everything else being something we can see and/or touch. Hence, the need for second commandment. Ex. 20:4-6

Specific Examples of Image Worship

The first command is on “who” not to worship, while the second commandment we’re noticing today is on “how” not to worship God. 

· 2 Kgs. 17:41 So these nations feared the LORD, yet served their carved images…

· In Exodus 32, Aaron claimed to be serving the Lord while involving a golden calf in worship 

· Read Jeremiah 10:1-6, 10

· We’d like to think that this kind of error is miles away from us and centuries behind us. But is that really the case or have Americans been sliding back into these types of practices?

No doubt my 11 year old is not the only one whose asked the question, “Did the second Commandment Exclude Sculpting & painting?”  No, the context is all about worship. The message is: do not involve statues or images in offering worship to the living God. After the Hebrews complained about manna from heaven and yearned again for Egyptian bondage (Num. 21:5-9), the Lord sent serpents that bit and killed many. God told Moses: "make thee a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and every one who is bitten, when he looks at it shall live." And so it was. Only later did Hebrew people involve the bronze serpent in worship. According to 2 Kgs 18:4, “(Hezekiah) removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden image and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made; for until those days the children of Israel burned incense to it, and called it Nehushtan.”

Why Is Involving A Graven Image in Worship Forbidden?

1. Jn 4:24 God is a spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth... Involving statues in worship undermines fundamental nature of God - who is a spirit - and how He expects to be worshipped – in spirit.

2. Similarly, idols are a substitute for faith - what’s supposed to be at heart of worship. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.” Hebrews 11:1 In addition, we read in 2 Cor. 5:7 “We walk by faith and not by sight” and by extension, we must worship by faith and not by sight! This sets Christianity apart from idolatry. In the same letter, Holy Spirit tells us in 2 Cor. 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. Make sure you get that! (S) The fundamental difference between the true worship of God and idolatry is summed up: Those who worship idols walk… by sight and not by faith while those who worship God “walk by faith and not by sight.”

3. And did you realize that demons actually receive worship involving statues? I Corinthians 10:19-21 

How is the Second Commandment Compromised Today?

Hindus worship up to 330 million gods, but most of us are not vulnerable to Hinduism. There is, however, related forms of idolatry do exist about us. 

Are there Graven Images Within Christianity?

God condemned Israel for worshipping the Queen of Heaven in Jer. 7:18, “The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger.” The phrase “queen of heaven” is always used in the negative sense of idolatry. 

Regrettably, Pope Pius XII condoned venerating the queen of Heaven. He said,

From the earliest ages of the Catholic Church a Christian people, whether in time of triumph or more especially in time of crisis, has addressed prayers of petition and hymns of praise and veneration to the Queen of Heaven…we are taught that Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, reigns with a mother's solicitude over the entire world, just as she is crowned in heavenly blessedness with the glory of a Queen

The Bible, however, is silent on Mary reigning over the world as the queen of heaven.

Brittanica “A person becomes guilty of a more subtle idolatry, however, when, although overt acts of adoration are avoided, he attaches to a creature the confidence, loyalty and devotion that properly belong only to the creator. Thus, the nation is a good creature of God, but it is to be loved and served with an affection appropriate to it, not with the ultimate devotion that must be reserved for the Lord of all nations.” 

Protestant and Catholic scholars have also sparred for centuries over whether this commandment prohibits bowing down to idols, icons and images of Jesus, Mary and the apostles, kissing the feet of the statues and praying to them. Adam Clarke, a prominent Methodist scholar and Matthew Henry a eminent Presb have been among the most vocal. Clarke charged, “To countenance its image worship, the Catholic church has left the whole of this 2nd command out of the decalogue, and thus lost one whole command out of the ten; but to keep up the number they have divided the tenth into two. While it’s impossible to know their motive, it’s troubling that The Catholic Catechism omits this detail:

1. I, the Lord, am your G. You shall not have other gods besides me.

2. You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain. (What’s missing? Why?)

Acts 1025-26 As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand up; I myself am also a man."

But one apologist answers, “God forbade the worship of statues, but he did not forbid the religious use of statues. Instead, he actually commanded their use in religious contexts!” In contrast, John Wesley said, “God resents every thing in his worship that looks like, or leads to, idolatry.” (P) Who’s right?

Again, some say, “We are not worshipping them. These are simply an aid to our worship. This just reminds us of God.” (P) Let me ask you a question. Ladies, suppose you suddenly open a door and there in a room is your husband with another woman in his arms and he is hugging and kissing her. You say to him, “What are you doing?” He says, “Oh, honey, let’s not jump to any false conclusions. I know that this looks bad, but let me explain what I was doing. She reminded me so much of you that I was just thinking of you. I had you in my mind the whole time. She simply was representing you.” How would you respond to that?  Probably the same way that God responds. I am a jealous God.

Modern Day Paganism

Wicca is a branch of paganism and is often associated with witchcraft. Wiccans believe in many gods with primary god/goddess being the sun and moon.  Rom. 1:25 reads who changed the truth of God into the lie, and worshiped and served the created thing more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Green’s Literal Translation

According to Witchcraft.com, wicca is Neo-Pagan religion centered around the love of nature and its elements primarily earth, air, fire, water, sun, moon and so on…(Wiccan) worships God in its female form, or mother Goddess, for she is considered to be much closer to Mother Nature. Mother Goddess, for a Wiccan, is an all-pervasive and powerful force. A Wicca believes himself to be an indivisible part of the nature. This religion is growing: 8,000 in 1990; at least 134,000 in 2001. Many more have converted to the Wiccan philosophy that are not recognized statistically.

In his, Seminar on Paganism by Karis Burkowski “Who then is the God?  The God represents all the living things, both plant and animal life.  He is symbolically “born” each year at Yule, the Winter Solstice, and grows old in the space of a year, and dies at the Final Harvest, which happens at Halloween.”

Wiccan primarily worship the earth and nature – but that’s not all. You might see someone wearing a goddess image or a pentacle – that entwined star representing earth, air, fire, water and spirit encircled in the wheel of life. Many have statues or pictures of their favorite deities 

What about Wiccan worship? The following is taken from the U. S. Army's Religious Requirements and Practices of (Wicca): A Handbook for Chaplains. Most, but not all, Wiccan covens bless and share a cup of wine as part of the ritual. Almost all Wiccans use an individual ritual knife… to focus and direct personal energy. Covens often also have ritual swords to direct the energy of the group… Other commonly used ritual tools include a bowl of water, a bowl of salt, a censer with incense, a disk with symbols engraved on it (a "pentacle"), statues or artwork representing the Goddess and God, and candles. Most groups bless and share bread or cookies along w/the wine. All these items are used in individual, private worship as well as in congregate rituals.

Gaiaist Wicca is a branch within Wicca. Gaiaist Wiccans believe…

that the earth is sacred…Gaia was not created for humans as a playground, nor were Her resources put here for our personal use and exploitation at the cost of destroying the balance, and exploiting Her gifts for our own greed. The only way to "sin" is to squander the gifts and resources that give us life.  (Genesis 1:26, 28, 30)

The Gaiaist Wiccans Believe That:
1) The sciences of Cosmology, Climatology, Oceanography, Geology, Ecology, Biology, and Xenobiology (study of alien life in outer space), are sacred sciences…
2) The human species is multi-gender, not bi-gender (5 genders): 
3) homosexual, and bisexual relations, and unions are sacred.

Gaiaist worship includes the following:
1) The practice of an eco-friendly lifestyle.
2) The acceptance of all people regardless of their …sexuality.
3) Research into or support of the sacred sciences. 

Gaia hypothesis was scientifically formulated in 1960s by independent research scientist James Lovelock, after his work for NASA on methods of detecting life on Mars. Gaia Hypothesis, after Greek supreme goddess of Earth is championed by environmentalists and climate scientists and frequently described as viewing the Earth as a single organism. Who’d have guessed some of the cultural trendy groups like PETA would be linked in pagan worship of the earth and other gods and goddesses? 

These ideas are gaining publicity even among some mainstream officials. Al Gore, in his book Earth in the Balance, actually praises the Eastern religions and new age spiritualism, seemingly deploring the fact that Christianity eliminated the ancient goddess religion, calling for a new spiritual relationship between man and earth.

James Lovelock: The Earth is about to catch a morbid fever that may last as long as 100,000 years (The Independent 1/16/06)

Our planet has kept itself healthy and fit for life, just like an animal does, for most of the more than three billion years of its existence. It was ill luck that we started polluting at a time when the sun is too hot for comfort. We have given Gaia a fever and soon her condition will worsen to a state like a coma. She has been there before and recovered, but it took more than 100,000 years. We are responsible and will suffer the consequences: as the century progresses, the temperature will rise 8 degrees centigrade in temperate regions and 5 degrees in the tropics.

Fox News Special report on 2/28/08 w/Brit Hume: Now there is word that all four major global temperature tracking outlets have released data showing that temperatures have dropped significantly over the last year. California meteorologist Anthony Watts says the amount of cooling… (is a) value large enough to erase nearly all the global warming recorded over the past 100 years. It is reportedly the single fastest temperature change ever recorded — up or down.

Old Farmer's Almanac suggests decades of global cooling ahead

By David Tirrell-Wysocki AP Minneapolis Star Tribune 9/10/08 

DUBLIN, N.H. -- The Old Farmer's Almanac is going further out on a limb than usual this year, not only forecasting a cooler winter, but looking ahead decades to suggest we are in for global cooling, not warming. (S)

What does the Bible say about global warming?

The Bible suggests there’s no need to panic over global warming in Gen. 8:22: "While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease." More importantly, this branch of Wicca is hopelessly at odds with the first and second commandments from Exodus 20. 

